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Family honors Blessed Virgin with orchids for over 40 years 
By Ellen G. Krenke 

     A devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
prompted Walter and Magdalene Acker to 
place orchids on her altar here at St. Ber-
nard every Friday for almost 30 years.  

     And when they sold “Orchids by the 
Ackers,” a local greenhouse to their 
daughter, Nancy, and her husband Stan 
Skolaski in 1990, the tribute continued. 

     “It was always important to them, and I 
kept up that tradition,” Nancy said. “It was 
also our way of thanking Mary for watch-
ing over us.” 

     “When we bought the business … we 
never had a bad storm in all our years,” 
Stan said. “There was never a problem … 
that was harmful to the business.”  

     He added that their small business be-
came a very large business. They expand-
ed from just orchid growing into annuals, 
perennials and poinsettias at Christmas. 

     “We were very blessed. It was amazing 
what that business turned into. On Moth-
er’s Day, we would have 500 paying cus-
tomers, but the church always got its flow-
ers on Friday.” 

     Even when they were on vacation, the 
couple made sure that flowers were placed 
on the altar. 

     “We honored Mary (with orchids and 
many other flowers) for all those years,” 
Nancy said. 

     When they sold the business in 2007, 
Stan and Nancy became volunteers at the 

Henry Vilas Zoo in Madison and with 
the parish environment committee. 

     Along with their work on the envi-
ronment committee, they also worked 
with Tom Theis of the parish mainte-

nance shop. They helped him with the 
grounds and answered any questions that 
he had about various plants.  

     Stan has also used his carpentry skills 
to build a barn wood cross for Easter and 
a crèche for Christmas. 

     When they were asked by Monsignor 
Doug Dushack, our former pastor, how to 
make things a little nicer in the parking 
lot, they suggested a perennial garden. 

     “We took that on as our own,” Stan 
said. “For about 10 years now.” 

     The garden was started with some 
plantings from their own yard and dona-
tions from friends. 

     “It’s not the best environment out 
there in the middle of the parking lot, but 
God has helped us with timely rains,” 
Nancy said. 

     Each year, the couple adds a little col-
or to the garden by planting annuals. 
They also do the weeding and watering 
when needed.   

     “The outside of the church should be a 
welcoming site to the people, not just the 
inside,” said Stan. “In order to do that, 
we have to keep it up.” 

     Whether it is flowers for the altar or in 
the parking lot, Stan and Nancy have 
made St. Bernard a beautiful place to 
worship. 

     And “that has always been our mis-
sion,” said Nancy. 

When Walter and Magdalene Acker were 
married by Monsignor Ferdinand Mack at 
St. Bernard in 1941, she carried a Bible and 
bouquet of Cattleya orchids and orange 
blossoms. Orchids, known as the “Queen of 
Flowers,” were placed on the Blessed 
Virgin’s altar by the Acker family for more 
than 40 years. They raised five children in 
St. Bernard parish. Their daughter Nancy 
was also married by Mack in 1977. 

Above photo, Nancy Acker decorates a 
Christmas tree in the sanctuary. Right 
photo, Stan Skolaski and Nancy Acker 
pull some weeds in one of their perennial 
gardens in the church parking lot. 


